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An Accompt of fame Book*. 

L The D iriNE HISTORY of the GENESIS 0 f the 
WORLD, explicated and illustrated , London 1670. in ^ 0 . 

T His Author (not thinking fit to give us his Name) taketh nofmall 
pains to explain in this his Book the Genefis of the World , as tis 
delivered by Mofes , efteemed by him the only true philofopher. In 
doing which , he yet profefles, that he diffents not from the Pagan Phi- 
lofophy out of a-Spirit of Contradiction, or to flatter Chriftianity, but 
retains whatever of truth he hath found therein, and all the aids of the 
fame, whether they be Platonical Speculations, Peripatetical Ratiocina¬ 
tions, or Epicurean Senfations, and even Sceptical Caution itfelfj af¬ 
firming , that he is Dogmatical only in fuch Volitions, as he proves by the 
concurrence of Divine Authority, Human Argument, and Senfible Expe¬ 
riment. 

In his Preface he feems not to be a little difpleafed to hear fome Chrifii- 
m Philofophers affirm , that the very E{fences and Formalities of all Ele¬ 
mentary , Vegetative and Senfitive Natures , are only Matter and 

Motion. 

In the Body of the Book he endeavors to demonftrate, that the World 
had a Beginning, and labors to difprove thepofiibilityof the Worlds be¬ 
ing abaterno. 

Then, he attempts to give usfrom the firft Chapter-of Genefis a Body 
of Natural Philofophy, difeourfing of the Chaos , the Four Elements, 
Quantity, Number, Time, Extenfion, Figure, POfofity, Denfity, Rari¬ 
ty, Gravity, Levity, Reft, Motion, Place, Space, and Vacuity, (which 
laft he rejefts , fhewing himfelf withal a great friend to Motion of Vni- 
on;) fufther of Generation and Corruption and the Proceffc thereof, 
together with a Scale and Order of allGenerable and Corruptible Na¬ 
tures. Then he proceeds to treat of Heat, Light, Colours, the Air and 
its Elafticity ; where he examines the Torricellian Experiment, not ad¬ 
mitting that to be an Inftance of Vacuity, but efteeming, that a great 
force of Introfu&ion (To he calls it) makes temporary pores and pervious 
paffages; by which the Air pafies through the Body of Mercury it felf in¬ 
to the Tube,and thereby is fo very much expanded. 

After this he confidersCold, Sound, Meteors, Water, Odors, Sapors, 
the Flux and Reflux of Waters , prefenting withal h;s Hypothecs of 
Tjdes , and aligning certain Criteria, to trv its truth by; which done, 
he goes on to treat of the Earth, and of what is contained in the Bowels 
thereof; handling aIfo ofDrinefs, Confidence, Magnetifme, and Ele¬ 
ctricity.* Farther he (hews himfelf a gre>t Favorer to the Rcfi of the 
Earth; and having taken great pains to affert the fame i^how fuccefsfullv. 
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good Aftronomers may judge) he paffes on to difcourfe of Vegetables; 
then of the Ceieftial Bodies, and among them of Comets, which he fup- 
pofech to be made up of the fathered Effluvia of the Luminaries , or the 
Confluvia of the ,/Ethereal matter ; as Atred Meteors are made of 
Vapors. 

Further, hedifcourfes of the Formation of Fifties and Fowls- then,of 
Senfation, Imagination, Appetite-, Beads, Man, Human Body, Human 
Body, Human Spirit, the image of God in Man, and the Immortality of 
the Human Soulwhere he reprefents Man as the Centrick Orbe of 
the whole World, making him the AbflraSl thereof., and thatone Na¬ 
ture , which all other Creatures do circumferentially refped, relating to 
him one way or another, as fo many lines in a Circle to the Center. 

In the Clofe -, he obferves two things: 

1. The Symmetrical and Uniform Chorography of the whole Made of 
Matter, and of the feveral parts thereof, exaftly ad jufted according to 
the more or lefs Denfity ot their Matter, and the more or lefs Adivity of 
their Qualities viz. the Super-at her (as he terms it) or the utmoft Cir¬ 
cumference of the World; and within that, the father-, and within this, 
the Air ■, and within them all, the Terr aqueous Globe, and inmoft Center 
thereof. 

2. Theeafie Comprehenfion of the Age of the World, according to 
the Mofiical Chronology : there being in that not above 15oGenerations 
between Vs and Adam , in regard that that Sacred Writing enumeratetb, 
from Adam to Chrifi inclufively, no more than 76 Generations • and al¬ 
lowing 4 Generations to every Century fincethe Nativity of Chrift, the 
Total will not exceed the number above-fpecified. 

II. F RdNC. TRAVAGINI, Super Obfervationibm a fefa- 
CHs tempore ultimorum Terra’- Motuum , ac potijfmum Ragufiani, 
FnrsiCA D I s XV IS IT IO , feu, G r R I TER. 
R fa D IV RNI IN DICIV M. Lugduni Batavorum, 
1669. in 40. 

T His Venetian philofopher acquaints the Curious in this Book with 
fome Obfervations, made by himfelf in two late Earth-quakes, and 
by others alfo, in the laft about Ragufa , whence he thinks an Argument 
may be drawn to confirm, among other proofs, the Diurnal Motion of 
the Earth. 

His Obfervations are, that in thofe Earth-qnakes himfelf did find, be- 
fides a fubfulting perpendicular motion, found by others, a concomitant 
Lateral one, from jyefi to Eafi ; which latter he conceives was not cau- 
fed by the former, (which he allb endeavors to prove) but only difeovered 
by.it: juft as the progreffive Motion of a Boat, carried with a ftillftream, 
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?s not produced> but only made fenfiblc, from en accidental checks to aferfon, that 
ftiaU have been put in it afleep , when it was at reft but awakens > after it was 
made to fwim down a ft ill River > who will think himfelf un-moved , till the 
Boat meet with fome flop , whereby for the time its courfe will either be hindred * 
or difturbed * and he made fenfibieof his being in motion* 

He alledges divers other Observations , made of Rviers, fufpended Bells, and 
Church-Lamps, which were all obferved by himfelf and many others to have like- 
wife the faid lateral and vibrating motion. Whereupon he admonifheth hh Readers* 
that they would , on the like occafions, take very particular notice of all the feveral 
motions in Earthquakes * and then confider with themfelves ^whether from fuch Obfer- 
vations * univetfally made > importing , that the Earth in Earth-quakes is vibrated to¬ 
wards the Eaft , and that that Vibration cannot proceed from its (uccuflation(which 
is onely able to caufe a perpendicular motion in the trembling Earth, ) it may.be 
validly inferred , that the Earth hath a Diurnal Progreffive Motion from Weft to 
Eaft. 

III. ^UJEsTJO TRIPLEX Vc A HU O' MEUSE VlE 
CHRlstl UATI , BAP Trs TATI & MORTUh Auth . 
R. P. Michaele Senefchallo e $. Leodii , 1670 . in 4«. 

T HIs Author undertaketh ro prove in this Chronological Treatife not only the 
Vear and Month * but alio the Day and Hour of the Nativity of Chrift , and 
of his Baptijme and Death. In the doing of whith he makerb diligent refearch of all 
Writers of Chronology in general , and then examins prrticularly the Variety of their 
Opinions concerning the Subjeft under Gonfideration j diIcovering much Induftry and 
Learning in all thefe Inquiries, 

I V* HER MAN NI G ECU BE , M. D CmmmarivA de Mode S I'M— 
PLICIUM MEDICAMENTORU M F ACU LTJTE S cog* 
nojcendL Hafniae & Francofurti 3 16.65?. in 80. 

T O* this Treadle is prefixed an Epiftle of Do&or Thomas Bartholin concerning 
this very Book and Argument J by which it appeareth, that this Author is not 
contented with AriUotle to enquire , Why bitter or ftrong-fented Medica¬ 
ments and Plants do moftly purge, and fragrant ones provoke to urine,; nor with Ga¬ 
len * to find out their Venues by the Colour, Smell and Taftc*, but proceeds to par¬ 
ticular Experiments*, and examines alfo , How and upon what account the Vermes of 
Plants are difcoverable by the Smell and Tafte; defending to the confideration of the 
feverai Particles, Figures, and Pores, upon which the diverfity of thofe Senfarions de¬ 
pends 5 and fuper-adding the Experiments offober Chymifls , and the Principles of the 
Gartcfian Philofophv, to thofe of Jrifiotk and Galen. 

Mean while the Learned Bartholin commends very much the knowledge and life of 
fimple Native Medicins, efpeciaily prepared of Vomeftiqiw Plants, and directs to 
fuch at home, as may perform the part of Exotic VVh.re he fpecifieth the ufe of 
European Doc^ inftead of Rhubarb *, of Elder inftead of Sena ; of Cumphry inftead 
of Mechoacan% of Iris inftead of jdap , &c» For Purgatives he finds.at home Green 
Barley , the Powder of St- John's Wort , &c. He taketh our JVdhnts to be a Suae- 
daneum to Nutmegs > the Root of Angelica to Coftus 5 Scordium or Penny* Royal to the 
Diftamne of Crete 5 th eSapot lire, to Opobalfamum ; the Geranium Mofchatum* or 
fweet fented Cranes-Bill, to the Indian Mus\ , &c. 

Having done this, he maketh a Reft rx ion on the Indicsrurcs taken from Plants by 
their Tafte , and oblerveth , that though much may be thence collected , yet Experience 
lathe Chief Mafterof all : where he diiuains not to recommend even to great Vhy~ 

ficians. 
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ftclans theufeof Amp!* Medicins madeof Herbs, ufec! by plain Ceiimrey*m«n, Nur- 
fes, -Farriers* .&*€• affirming, that the chief of the Antient Phyficians, as Cclfus t 
Scribonm, Mar ce llus 9 Diofcorides and others hare done fo. 

He taketh notice, Firjt* That the externallifcenefs in Tome Plants is not to be alto¬ 
gether deipifed 5 affirming , that from thence it was difeovered, that our Afimwi, like 
to Gu aide um , is conducive to the s Lues Venerea , arid other Maligne Difeafes. se¬ 
condly, That neither the outward Signature is to be totally neglo&ed 5 fincethe Antients 
thereby did firft difeover, that Hypericum was good for wounds; Pulmonaria for the 
Lungs iSdxifragd, for the Gravel j Walnuts for the Diflempers of the He^d. Where he 
notes, that theft (ignes do not fo much f£ipe& the parts of the Body, as their Diftemper. 

He concluded with oblerviiig , that thofe Plants ^hich afford Salts of the like Figure, 
feem to evince alikenefs in their Virtues, Upon this accompt he compareth together 
Wormwood and Pellitery on the Waif, Baulm and Fennel» Licorijb and Cafillus Ve¬ 
neris i Rofemary and Bug Ojfe. &c. 

The Treatife it felf > to which this Epift'e is an Introdu&ion, isdireded to Medical 
Praftice , and enlarged with divers ufeful Obfervationsfor the fake of young Phyficians. 

V. V E LA CTE LU MM Differ tatty Medica 9 Johannis Danielis Maoris, Ph. 

Kilon’11667 in 40. 

T His Book came but very lately to our view •, And that the extravagant Name of irs 
Subject may not take off fober men From confidering it, wc fhali at the very firfl 
tell them , that by this affedted word of Lac Luna nothing elfe is meant here, than 
Flores Argents , or a fine white porous and friable Earth, infipid and without feent, djf- 
folubk in water , and tinging it with a milky colour, and fomer{mes railing a kind Of 
ebullition in it 5 found commonly in Silver-Mines, and in them fublimed and flicking to 
the roofs of the rocky Hitts 5 having a drying and abfierfive quality , and therefore good a- 
gainft theaffi jt of (harp humors in ulcerated parts > ferving alfo for an excellent Cofme- 
iic\. All which particulars are at large deduced and difeourfed upon by the Author $ 
who obferveth, firft , That Gefner in his Book of Fojfils taketh good notice of this 
Mineral Earth, and affirms it to be found in the Mountains of Helvetia , especially 
that, which is called Mount Pilau From whom he thinks that others, as Boethius a 
Boot, OlaustVormius, Jldrovandus, Galceoldrius, and others, have taken the hint. 

Secondly , He maketh the matter of this Earth to be the Metallick Vapors of Silver* 
Ore, by fome fermentation raifed 3nd fublimed, and then condenfed. 

Thirdly, Having commended its Abfierfivc and Cofmetijue quality, he giveth this fol¬ 
lowing Recipe, 

Laft. Luna Drachm. V II. 

Lacca Virginian . vel F lorentin. Drachm. I. 

Mofchi optim. gran IT vel III. 

Mifc. exaffc fiatpulvU fubtilts , 

which Powder, he faith, when ’ris to be 11 fed for the face otiiands , may, for more con- 
veniency, be moiflened with fome Efftnce of Benzoin, Roje-water or Orange water% 
whereby the skin fhali acquire a natural and florid whitenefs, without any d? ? n?er e£ 
mil chief, 

fourth'.y , Inquiring into the particular places of the Generation of this Earth , he af- 
fiinis it to be found , as in the above-named Mountains of Helvetia , fo in the Mines of 
Mew Spain, and about the Mexican Bay, as alfo about Pcrufium in Italy , in an 1 ( 1 ® near 
Hmb&rough , called HeiligeLand, belonging to the Duke of Holfiein ; and in Sikfia 
near 3uifnit%. 

Errata, In Numb. 58. p. 1186.I. 17. r. to remove, p.npi* 1 . 11. r.dt F ranchin.P. 
izooA. 16.x. before noon. 

In Numb. $9. p. 1041. 3 .19. r. Pufiila which dilates, f . i«4y. 1 . 20, r.'pipe,! toofc 
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Printed hyt. M. fer %obn Marty n pjlnrej; to the Royal Society, 1670, 




